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THE SYMPOSIUM ON EARLY VERTEBRATE STUDIES
TOOK PLACE

The symposium, hosted by the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropo-
logy, Academia Sinica, was held in Beijing, October 12-—26, 1987. Forty three participants
from the United States, Australia, Canada, Denmark, England, France, Norwary, the Soviet
Union and China were present. 38 papers were readb at the symposium including topics on
agnathans, antiarchs, arthrodires, macropetalichthians, crossopterygians, dipnoins, acanthodians,
actinopterygians and problems relevant to related fields of histology, Paleogeography, paleoen-
vironment, biostratigraphy, etc.

The first part of the conference from 12—I17th Oct., was held in Fangshan County, in the
suburb of Beijing near the Peking Man Site. Apart from the scientific reports, the participants
examined the fossil collections in IVPP museum and visited the Peking ‘Man Site. 'The second
part was a nine days (from 18—26th Oct.) field trip to Yunnan in Southwest of China, where
the Silurian and Devonian fossil bearing beds rich in remains of early vertebrate are well
developed and exposed in Wuding and Qujing. Not a few interesting specimens were collected
during the excursion.

The symposium adopted the suggestion made by Canadian paleontologist Dr. Marius Ar-
senault that the next one would be held in Miguasha, Canada in 1991. The papers read at the
conference are expected to finish editorial work for the symposium volumn in 1988.
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