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ON THE OCCURRENCE OF ALLIGATOR FROM
HOMUTU YU-YAO

Wei feng Xu Yubin

(Natural History Musewm of Chekiang Province)

In the winter of 1973 and 1977, two very im-
portant collections were made by CPAM, Che-
kiang Province and Chekiang provincial Museum,
located at the northeast of the more village of
Ho-Mu-Tu in the Lo-Chiang Commune of Yii-yao
County, Chekiang Provinee.

The plant remains are abundant uncovered
from the third and fourth layer and preserved in
a very good condition when excavated. Many
tree leaves and rice stalks and other leaves were
still very fresh in colour with eclearly disecernible
viens.

The site has yielded an enormous amount of
animal fossils that they represent a total of
fitty-four speecies. Among them the Pig, Dog and
the Bubalus bubalus all have been domesticated.
Sonie of the wild beasts, such as the Didermoce-

rus sumatrensis, Elephurus davidianus and Macaca
speciosa were the group of the animals on the
torrid zone or the subtopical zone.

Fossil (Alligator bones) remains at the bot-
tom of the fourth layer. One of lower jaws has
the two teeth, the teeth are stout conica, flat-
topped and low but sharp ridge on both its an-
terior and posterior sides. The enamel layer of
teeth are very thin and its surface shows fine
striations. The size of both jaws is closely com-
parable with that of Alligator sinensis Fauval
but somewhat larger. The surface of the angular
is only coarsely seulptured.

All the determinable hbones show the close
affinities for this sub-family Alligator, even with
the recent species dAlligator sinensis. We have
named them as Alligator of sinensis.



