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DISCOVERY OF A LATE PLEISTOCENE ELEPHANT ON THE
LOESS PLATEAU OF NORTHWESTERN CHINA

Tine MENG-LIN

(nstitute of Geology, Academia Sinica)

A large vertebra unearthed from Chii-Chia-Shan, Haiyuan District, Ninghsia in 1958
is described. The preserved part is a broken centrum, which is opisthocoelous and the
discs are nearly rounded in outline. (PL. 1). Its greatest height across the center of the
posteriot disc is 20.8 cm. and- the greatest width for the same is 21.4 cm. Tts thickness
at the center is 4.5 cm., and it is slightly thickened at the ventral end measuring 6 cm.
Both the transverse processes were badly damaged. Judging from the remaining broken
marks adjoining the diapophysis and parapophysis the transverse foramen appears to be
quite large and situated at a rather lower position on the centrum.

The larger size and the small thickness of the centrum and the characteristics of the
transverse foramen of the specimen shows it is a 3rd or 4th cérvical vertebra of an ele-
‘phant. The poor condition of preservation of the specimen does not allow for a specific
determination, though it might be referred to Paleoloxodon namadicus for the time being.

The collector of this specimen said that it was found from a kind of greenish grey
layered clay, occurred in a depression in the Older Loess (probably the Middle Pleis-
tocene Lishih Huangtul® or the reddish Clays) and at places covered by the Late Pleis-
tocene Malan Loess. It is of intetest to note that the geological occurrence of this speci-
men quite tesembles that of the skeleton of the Paleoloxodon cf. namadicus discovered
in 1959 from Chien-Hsien at the Loess Plateau of Shensi Province east of the Liupan-
shanl® B,

Elephant fossils were abundant in eastern and northeastern China at the Late Pleis-
tocene time (text-fig. 1)1 B BI but none has ever been found west of the Liupanshan on
the Loess Plateau. This new discovery therefore recorded the extreme western known
distribution of ‘the elephant in China, at the dry interior of the Loess Platcau during a
Pluvial phase of the Late Pleistocene times.
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