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PARENT-OFFSPRING (ADULT) CORRELATIONS FOR CEPHA
LO-FACIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF A RURAL HAN
POPULATION IN NORTHWEST CHINA

Yang Dongya
(Instizute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoamihropology, Academia Sinica)

Key words Han nationality; Parent-offspring correlations; Cephalo-facial charac-

teristics

Abstract

The present study includes the 24 cephalo-facial measurements and 15 indexes of 69 fami-
lies from a high-altitude population of Gansu province, northwest China. The correlation
coefficients vary considerably from one kind of parent-offspring combinations to another, from
one characteristics to another. It seems that the correlations are rather stronger between mother
and son and between mother and daughter in breadth characteristics, between father and son
and father and daughter in height characteristics; Sons are closer to their mother and father
in head shape, daughters to their father in head size; Sons and daughters are closer to their mo-
ther than to their father in facial shape.



