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MORPHOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON THE TEMPOROMANDIBU-
LAR JOINT OF BRONZE—IRON AGE HUMAN

Zhu Hong

(Archaeology Depariment of Jilin University)

Song Shifu
(People’s Hospital of Jilin Province)

Key words Bronze Age; Iron Age; Human; Temporomandibular Joint

Abstract

The temporomandibular joints of 43 Bronze-Iron Age human skulls unearthed in Hebei,
Shanxi and Inner Mongolia are studied in this paper. According to their economic types, these
skulls can be divided into two groups: the ancient agricultural nation group and the ancient
nomadic nation group. The result of this research shows the difference about human dietary
traditions decided by their economic types in the primary factor that leads to the morphologi-

cal and structural changes of human temporomandibular joint.



