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Hypoplasia incidence in Gigantopithecus blacks

k& & T @t
RBLR | KBAZ ABLER | KBAZ
Bl % HE EBARE(%) gl a3 X XBERL(%)
m? 2 0 0.0 m, 3 0 0.0
It 9 0 0.0 I, 4 0 0.0
r 4 0 0.0 1, 3 1 25.0
c’ 19 1 5.0 C, 17 3 15.0
p! 44 5 10.2 P, 51 5 8.9
P2 54 0 0.0 P, 64 4 5.9
M! 47 3 6.0 M, 42 1 2.3
Mm? 33 1 2.9 M, 30 3 9.1
M3 83 12 12.6 M, 53 9 14.5
¥ 2 EFEEHPRAMAEINRLIMMEELIE
Percentage of hypoplasia-bearing individuals in tooth type
L &k T & &
BREAE| BRELRZ BEREAL BEEARE
WEL | MERH O Cghum | whk(s) | B | TEER Niagmt whks)
p! 28 5 17.9 P, 30 3 10.0
p? 32 0 0.0 P, 36 2 5.6
Mm! 28 2 7.1 M, 22 1 4.5
Mm? 18 1 5.6 M, 18 2 11.1
M 49 7 14.3 M, 36 5 13.9
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Abstract

Gigantopithecus teeth, 610 in total, from the cave at Liucheng were examined for evide-
nce of hypoplasia. The teeth were observed under a low-power binocular microscope. The hy-
poplasia can be found on most types of posterior teeth, including the third molars. A high in-
cidence (14.3—17.9%) 1is shown by a calculation on individual basis. The results suggest that
the Gigantopithecus is as susceptible to enamel hypoplasia as australopithecines of South Africa.

Though there are many etiological factors responsible for hypoplasia, malnutrition seems
to be a mzjor one in the case of Gigantopithecus. This assumption follows from two facts: a high
incidence of dental caries in Gigantopithecus (Woo, 1962), and the coexistance of Gigamtopi-
thecus with Homo erectus (Zhang, 1985). The facts imply a limitation in food types and a
shortage in food sources, and a result in nutrition, malnutrition, could be expected in Gigan-
topithecus.



