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OCCLUSAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN CANINE AND
PREMOLAR OF GIGANTOPITHECUS BLACKI

Zhang Yinyun
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)
Key words Gigantoprthecus, Occlusal relation ship
Abstract

Based on an observation on the wear of 45 P.;s and 19 C’s, three patterns could be
classified in ocelusal relationships between C’ and P; of Gigantopithecus blacki: ‘‘homi-
nid”’, ‘“‘pongid’’ and intermediate.

The ‘‘hominid’’ and ‘“pongid’’ patterns could be seen in most cases (449 and 42%
respectively as shown in Pss) and were suggested to be due to female and male sexes.
The intermediate pattern was found in a few cases including both sexes. It would the-
refore seem improper to use the occlusal relationships for taxonomic purpose without
taking sex into account.

The male canines do not wear down flat from the tip of the crown. Their ghearing
against the P; can be maintained with age. It seems to be questionable that the canines
of Gigantopithecus were used for grinding. In addition, the observation showed that the
appearance of bicusps in P, was not directly related to the reduction of canine for Gigan-

topithecus.
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FRERRENTHE—TEHENEBRERRE, #2/1
Wear patterns of C and P, of Gigantopithecus blacki, about 2/1
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