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Tab.1 Survivorship based on epiphyseal fusion for sika deer from Wayaogou;
epiphyseal fusion stages given by Carden (2006)
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Fig.2 Examples of the mandible wear stages of sika deer
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Fig. 3 Cull patterns of sika deer at Wayaogou based on
tooth eruption and wear stages (N=67)
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Fig.4 Survivorship curve for sika deer at Fig. 5 Three theoretical curves of animal
Wayaogou (N=67) survivorship (after Deevey 1947)
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Fig. 6 Sika deer sexing with skulls (left: male; right: female)
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Tab.4 The seasonality of sika deer based on antlers and skulls from Wayaogou
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Human Strategies of Hunting Sika Deers in the Yangshao Period:
A Case Study of the Wayaogou Site, Shaanxi Province

WANG Hua', WANG Weilin>, HU Songmei’

1. Institute of Cultural Heritage, Shandong University, Jinan 250100;
2. Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Xi’An 710000
Abstract: Through analyzing the age structures, sex ratios and seasonal deaths of the sika deers
(Cervis nippon) from the Wayaogou site, Shaanxi province, this paper discusses the strategies
and behavioral characteristics of human hunting sika deers during the Yanghshao period. Our
research shows that human generally chose adult individuals to hunt, namely most sika deers
becoming hunting objects when they had reached their maximum weight. This hunting pattern
indicates that human had not exerted too much hunting pressure on sika deers. The best mating
age for sika deers were between two and four years old, and a relatively small proportion of sika
deers were killed in this stage. Sex ratio shows that human might consciously chose male deer
to hunt, so that they could get more antlers and protect the population reproduction of sika deers
in the meantime. The seasonal characteristics of sika deers’deaths show that human’s hunting of
sika deers often occurred in a cold weather, which indicates that human hunting activities were

based on the behavioral characteristics of animals.

Key words: Sika deer, Hunting, Yangshao, Wayaogou



