Talk Title: 

Dating the dispersal of the first anatomically modern humans into Eurasia: A multi-disciplinary approach

Abstract: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chronology is crucial in the study of the dispersal of modern humans into Eurasia and the allied area of the disappearance of Archaic populations already resident there. Dating science has improved dramatically over the last 10 years. Radiocarbon dating of compound specific biomarkers, such as hydroxyproline from bones, and the use of more rigorous preparative chemistry, such as ABOx-SC methods, has improved the dating of very old samples. OSL dating techniques have also improved significantly, with single grain methods to the fore. This brief talk will outline some of the principal methods used in the Oxford laboratory, and present the aims and outline of a new multi-million pound European Research Council project (“PalaeoChron” Precision dating of the Palaeolithic: chronological mapping of the Middle and Upper Palaeolithic of Eurasia”) which aims to provide robust and reliable chronologies for Eurasian Middle and Upper Palaeolithic sites, from western Europe, to the far east. 
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